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EXCERPT:
HAS there ever been a time when no stories were told? Has there ever been a people who did not care to
listen? I think not.

When we were little, before we could read for ourselves, did we not gather eagerly round father or mother,
friend or nurse, at the promise of a story? When we grew older, what happy hours did we not spend with our
books. How the printed words made us forget the world in which we live, and carried us away to a
wonderland,
“Where waters gushed and fruit trees grew
And flowers put forth a fairer hue,
And everything was strange and new;
The sparrows were brighter than peacocks here,
And their dogs outran our fallow deer,
And honey bees had lost their stings,
And horses were born with eagles’ wings."*
*Robert Browning.

And as it is with us, so it is with a nation, with a people.

In the dim, far-off times when our forefathers were wild, naked savages, they had no books. Like ourselves,
when we were tiny, they could neither read nor write. But do you think that they had no stories? Oh, yes! We
may be sure that when the day’s work was done, when the fight or the chase was over, they gathered round
the wood fire and listened to the tales of the story-teller.

These stories were all of war. They told of terrible combats with men or with fierce strange beasts, they told
of passion, of revenge. In them there was no beauty, no tenderness, no love. For the life of man in those far-
off days was wild and rough; it was one long struggle against foes, a struggle which left little room for what
was beautiful or tender.

But as time went on, as life became more easy, in one way or another the savage learned to become less
savage. Then as he changed, the tales he listened to changed too. They were no longer all of war, of revenge;
they told of love also. And later, when the story of Christ had come to soften men’s hearts and brighten
men’s lives, the stories told of faith and purity and gentleness.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

This book untitled English Literature for Boys and Girls to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Jay Blanchard:

The book English Literature for Boys and Girls has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
book.

Amy Lewis:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This English Literature for Boys and Girls can be the
answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Richard Plummer:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide English Literature for Boys and Girls was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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