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Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and daydreams interweaves
scholarly psychoanalytic knowledge and extensive clinical experience with insights derived from close
readings of great literature in a uniquely imaginative and creative manner, convincingly demonstrating how
these two ways of thinking – psychoanalysis and literary criticism – organically relate to each other. This is
simultaneously a psychoanalytic book and a book about literature, illuminating the imaginative possibilities
present within both the psychoanalytic encounter and the act of reading fiction. Scholarly and well
researched, the psychoanalytic ideas presented have their basis in the work of Freud and Klein and some of
their followers; the extensive and innovative writing about the great authors in Western literature is equally
scholarly and lucent.

Here, Ignês Sodré explores creativity itself and, specifically, the impediments to creative thinking: defences,
mostly narcissistic, against dependency, guilt and loss, and the mis-use of imagination to deny reality. In her
studies of the characters created by authors such as George Eliot, Cervantes, Flaubert, Thomas Mann, Proust
and Shakespeare, Sodré examines the way great writers create characters who mis-use their imagination,
twisting reality into romantic daydreams or sado-masochistic enactments, which petrify experience and
freeze the fluidity of thought. Her clinical studies continue and expand this theme, broadening the field and
lending verification and weight to the arguments.

These two poles of Sodré’s thinking – psychoanalysis and literature – interact seamlessly in Imaginary
Existences; the two disciplines work together, each an intimate part of a learned exploration of the human
condition: our desires, our fears and our delusions. This convergence pays tribute to the great depth of the
fictional work being studied and to the psychological validity of the psychoanalytic ideas. This book will be
of interest to psychoanalysts, psychologists, psychotherapists, literary critics, and those interested in
literature and literary criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Potter:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled
Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and daydreams (The New
Library of Psychoanalysis)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gerald Warfield:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic exploration of phantasy, fiction,
dreams and daydreams (The New Library of Psychoanalysis) book is readable by simply you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Imaginary Existences:
A psychoanalytic exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and daydreams (The New Library of
Psychoanalysis) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and daydreams (The New
Library of Psychoanalysis) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Bruce Patton:

You will get this Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and
daydreams (The New Library of Psychoanalysis) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

John Damm:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic
exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and daydreams (The New Library of Psychoanalysis) was vibrant
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Imaginary Existences: A psychoanalytic
exploration of phantasy, fiction, dreams and daydreams (The New Library of Psychoanalysis) has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and



feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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