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Although Americans generally think that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security is focused only on
preventing terrorism, one office within that agency has a humanitarian mission. Its Asylum Office
adjudicates applications from people fleeing persecution in their homelands. Lives in the Balance is a careful
empirical analysis of how Homeland Security decided these asylum cases over a recent fourteen-year period.
 
Day in and day out, asylum officers make decisions with life-or-death consequences: determining which
applicants are telling the truth and are at risk of persecution in their home countries, and which are ineligible
for refugee status in America. In Lives in the Balance, the authors analyze a database of 383,000 cases
provided to them by the government in order to better understand the effect on grant rates of a host of factors
unrelated to the merits of asylum claims, including the one-year filing deadline, whether applicants entered
the United States with a visa, whether applicants had dependents, whether they were represented, how many
asylum cases their adjudicator had previously decided, and whether or not their adjudicator was a lawyer.
The authors also examine the degree to which decisions were consistent among the eight regional asylum
offices and within each of those offices. The authors’ recommendations, including repeal of the one-year
deadline, would improve the adjudication process by reducing the impact of non-merits factors on asylum
decisions. If adopted by the government, these proposals would improve the accuracy of outcomes for those
whose lives hang in the balance.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Lloyd:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the
Department of Homeland Security.

Kenneth Salinas:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication
by the Department of Homeland Security will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

Paul Queen:

Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Diana Johnson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the
Department of Homeland Security can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book
you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
should have Lives in the Balance: Asylum Adjudication by the Department of Homeland Security.
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