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Flodden Field, that long slope looking north-ward by the “deep and dark and sullen Till,” where on a
September afternoon in 1513 the flower of Scotland fell round James the Fourth, stands darkly marked on
the page of history both of the Scottish nation and of Scottish poetry. It was for the North the burial-place of
one era and the birth-place of another. The English billmen who on Flodden closed round the last desperate
ring of Scottish spears hewed down with their ghastly weapons not only James himself and his nobles, but
the feudal system in church and state, with all that sprang from it, the civilization and poetry of the Middle
Ages in Scotland. The national spirit which had burst into leaf at Bannockburn was touched now as by an
autumn frost, and a time of storm and darkness must ensue before the country could feel the re-awakening
influences of a new spring. The mediæval world, with its charm and its chivalry, its splendour, cruelty, and
power, was passing away, while the modern world was in the throes of being born. Had James IV. lived he
would doubtless have continued, firm-handed as he was, to hold in check both churchmen and nobles, and
the reforms which were in the air might have taken effect like leaven, and not, as they did, like gunpowder.
They might have been grafted upon the existing stem, as in England, instead of overturning it. But during the
long minority of James V. the abuses of the feudal system, political and ecclesiastical, attained too rank a
growth to be pruned by the hand of that king when he came of age, notwithstanding his energy and good
intentions. The system, as Macaulay has pointed out, had served its purpose in the Middle Ages as perhaps
no more modern system could have done. In the feudal castles and monasteries had been preserved certain
lights of chivalry and learning which, without such shelter, must, amid the storms of these centuries, have
flickered and disappeared. These lights were now, however, burning more and more dimly. The corruptions
of the clergy and the rapacity of the nobles outran all bounds, and between the two no man’s life was safe
and no woman’s honour. Like other human institutions, therefore, which have outlived their usefulness,
feudalism was doomed.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Scottish Poetry of the Sixteenth
Century book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Scottish Poetry of
the Sixteenth Century as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Carolyn Berndt:

This Scottish Poetry of the Sixteenth Century is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Scottish Poetry of
the Sixteenth Century in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Martha Royal:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Scottish Poetry
of the Sixteenth Century provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Kristy Moore:

This Scottish Poetry of the Sixteenth Century is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Scottish Poetry of the Sixteenth
Century can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication
is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.
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