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'Contrast' - the opposition between distinctive sounds in a language - is one of the most central concepts in
linguistics. This book presents a fascinating account of the logic and history of contrast in phonology. It
provides empirical evidence from diverse phonological domains that only contrastive features are computed
by the phonological component of grammar. It argues that the contrastive specifications of phonemes are
governed by language-particular feature hierarchies. This approach assigns a key role to abstract cognitive
structures, challenging contemporary approaches that favour phonetic explanations of phonological
phenomena. Tracing the evolution of the hypothesis that contrastive features play a special role in
phonology, it shows how this insight has been obscured by misunderstandings of the role of the contrastive
feature hierarchy. Questioning the widely held notion that contrast should be based on minimal pairs, Elan
Dresher argues that the contrastive hierarchy is indispensable to illuminating accounts of phonological
patterning.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read will be The
Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics).

Olivia Clinard:

The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) although doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Judith Judd:

You can obtain this The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Nicholas Buchanan:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Contrastive Hierarchy in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in
Linguistics) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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