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Most people believe that science arose as a natural end-product of our innate intelligence and curiosity, as an
inevitable stage in human intellectual development. But physicist and educator Alan Cromer disputes this
belief. Cromer argues that science is not the natural unfolding of human potential, but the invention of a
particular culture, Greece, in a particular historical period. Indeed, far from being natural, scientific thinking
goes so far against the grain of conventional human thought that if it hadn't been discovered in Greece, it
might not have been discovered at all.
In Uncommon Sense, Alan Cromer develops the argument that science represents a radically new and
different way of thinking. Using Piaget's stages of intellectual development, he shows that conventional
thinking remains mired in subjective, "egocentric" ways of looking at the world--most people even today still
believe in astrology, ESP, UFOs, ghosts and other paranormal phenomena--a mode of thought that science
has outgrown. He provides a fascinating explanation of why science began in Greece, contrasting the Greek
practice of debate to the Judaic reliance on prophets for acquiring knowledge. Other factors, such as a
maritime economy and wandering scholars (both of which prevented parochialism) and an essentially literary
religion not dominated by priests, also promoted in Greece an objective, analytical way of thinking not found
elsewhere in the ancient world. He examines India and China and explains why science could not develop in
either country. In China, for instance, astronomy served only the state, and the private study of astronomy
was forbidden. Cromer also provides a perceptive account of science in Renaissance Europe and of figures
such as Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton. Along the way, Cromer touches on many intriguing topics,
arguing, for instance, that much of science is essential complete; there are no new elements yet to be
discovered. He debunks the vaunted SETI (Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence) project, which costs
taxpayers millions each year, showing that physical limits--such as the melting point of metal--put an
absolute limit on the speed of space travel, making trips to even the nearest star all but impossible. Finally,
Cromer discusses the deplorable state of science education in America and suggests several provocative
innovations to improve high school education, including a radical proposal to give all students an intensive
eighth and ninth year program, eliminating the last two years of high school.
Uncommon Sense is an illuminating look at science, filled with provocative observations. Whether
challenging Thomas Kuhn's theory of scientific revolutions, or extolling the virtues of Euclid's Elements,
Alan Cromer is always insightful, outspoken, and refreshingly original.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Kidder:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science. Try to make
book Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science as your good friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Larry Huff:

This Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Uncommon Sense: The Heretical
Nature of Science can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Uncommon Sense: The Heretical
Nature of Science having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

John Martindale:

The guide untitled Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science is the publication that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Thomas Pilcher:

This Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science is new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Uncommon Sense: The Heretical Nature of Science can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-



book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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