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The tragic love story of Romeo and Juliet has touched the hearts of young and old for nearly four hundred
years. In this work, Alan Hager has compiled a rich collection of primary materials and contemporary
ranging from information about the earliest performances of Romeo and Juliet to discussions of suicide in
the 1990s. Designed to help students of the play, Understanding Romeo and Juliet highlights many different
aspects of the play's context. Such aspects include a discussion about religions of love in the East and West,
and examination of vendetta and collective violence, and an analysis of the play in the context of classical
and medieval thought. Hager relates the work to issues as recent as the so-called Werther Syndrome (copycat
suicide based on fictional models) and as remote as the notion of reincarnated love such as that of Rama and
Sita in the Sanskrit epic Ramayana.

Following a literary analysis of the play, the casebook provides commentary and primary documents on the
narrative backgrounds and sources of the play and selections from those sources; a discussion of its
performance history on stage, in opera and film; the historical context of the play as an exploration of the
nature of love, with selections from poetry of the period; and selections on real-life parallels, such as
present-day Bosnia, the recent Leonardo DiCaprio-Claire Danes film of the play, and teen suicide in the
1990s, all of which will help readers to relate to the play. Each section of the work closes with topics for
class discussion and papers and suggested works for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Understanding Romeo and
Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature
in Context" Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Herbert Haubrich:

Typically the book Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Nyla Gomez:

The book untitled Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Ruth Davis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical



Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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