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From the myth of William Webb Ellis to the glory of the 2003 World Cup win, this book explores the social
history of rugby union in England.

Ever since Tom Brown’s Schooldays the sport has seen itself as the guardian of traditional English middle-
class values. In this fascinating new history, leading rugby historian Tony Collins demonstrates how these
values have shaped the English game, from the public schools to mass spectator sport, from strict
amateurism to global professionalism.

Based on unprecedented access to the official archives of the Rugby Football Union, and drawing on an
impressive array of sources from club minutes to personal memoirs and contemporary literature, the book
explores in vivid detail the key events, personalities and players that have made English rugby.

From an era of rapid growth at the end of the nineteenth century, through the terrible losses suffered during
the First World War and the subsequent ‘rush to rugby’ in the public and grammar schools, and into the
periods of disorientation and commercialisation in the 1960s through to the present day, the story of English
rugby union is also the story of the making of modern England.

Like all the very best writers on sport, Tony Collins uses sport as a prism through which to better understand
both culture and society. A ground-breaking work of both social history and sport history, A Social History
of English Rugby Union tells a fascinating story of sporting endeavour, masculine identity, imperial
ideology, social consciousness and the nature of Englishness.
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From reader reviews:

George Harvey:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This A Social History of English Rugby Union book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving A Social
History of English Rugby Union content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking A Social History of English Rugby Union is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Elmer Pereira:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this A
Social History of English Rugby Union.

Jeremy Jones:

A Social History of English Rugby Union can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Social History of English
Rugby Union nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Sandra Mendoza:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is A Social History of English Rugby Union this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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