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The 1930s exodus of "Okies" dispossessed by repeated droughts and failed crop prices was a relatively brief
interlude in the history of migrant agricultural labor. Yet it attracted wide attention through the publication of
John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath (1939) and the images of Farm Security Administration
photographers such as Dorothea Lange and Arthur Rothstein. Ironically, their work risked sublimating the
subjects--real people and actual experience--into aesthetic artifacts, icons of suffering, deprivation, and
despair. Working for the Farm Security Administration in California's migrant labor camps in 1938-39,
Sanora Babb, a young journalist and short story writer, together with her sister Dorothy, a gifted amateur
photographer, entered the intimacy of the dispossessed farmers' lives as insiders, evidenced in the immediacy
and accuracy of their writings and photos. Born in Oklahoma and raised on a dryland farm, the Babb sisters
had unparalleled access to the day-by-day harsh reality of field labor and family life.

This book presents a vivid, firsthand account of the Dust Bowl refugees, the migrant labor camps, and the
growth of labor activism among Anglo and Mexican farm workers in California's agricultural valleys linked
by the "Dirty Plate Trail" (Highway 99). It draws upon the detailed field notes that Sanora Babb wrote while
in the camps, as well as on published articles and short stories about the migrant workers and an excerpt
from her Dust Bowl novel, Whose Names Are Unknown. Like Sanora's writing, Dorothy's photos reveal an
unmediated, personal encounter with the migrants, portraying the social and emotional realities of their
actual living and working conditions, together with their efforts to organize and to seek temporary recreation.
An authority in working-class literature and history, volume editor Douglas Wixson places the Babb sisters'
work in relevant historical and social-political contexts, examining their role in reconfiguring the Dust Bowl
exodus as a site of memory in the national consciousness.
Focusing on the material conditions of everyday existence among the Dust Bowl refugees, the words and
images of these two perceptive young women clearly show that, contrary to stereotype, the "Okies" were a
widely diverse people, including not only Steinbeck's sharecropper "Joads" but also literate, independent
farmers who, in the democracy of the FSA camps, found effective ways to rebuild lives and create
communities.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Buch:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the
Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) book because book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Mary Tiller:

On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research
Center Imprint) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust
Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

James Harris:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Phyllis Smith:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people?
To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't



possibly be doubt to change your life with this book On the Dirty Plate Trail: Remembering the Dust Bowl
Refugee Camps (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint). You can more desirable than now.
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