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Writing letters to powerful people to win their favor and garner rewards such as political office, tax relief,
and recommendations was an institution in Renaissance Florence; the practice was an important tool for
those seeking social mobility, security, and recognition by others. In this detailed study of political and social
patronage in fifteenth-century Florence, Paul D. McLean shows that patronage was much more than a pursuit
of specific rewards. It was also a pursuit of relationships and of a self defined in relation to others. To
become independent in Renaissance Florence, one first had to become connected. With The Art of the
Network, McLean fills a gap in sociological scholarship by tracing the historical antecedents of networking
and examining the concept of self that accompanies it. His analysis of patronage opens into a critique of
contemporary theories about social networks and social capital, and an exploration of the sociological
meaning of “culture.”

McLean scrutinized thousands of letters to and from Renaissance Florentines. He describes the social
protocols the letters reveal, paying particular attention to the means by which Florentines crafted credible
presentations of themselves. The letters, McLean contends, testify to the development not only of new forms
of self-presentation but also of a new kind of self to be presented: an emergent, “modern” conception of self
as an autonomous agent. They also bring to the fore the importance that their writers attached to concepts of
honor, and the ways that they perceived themselves in relation to the Florentine state.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Brown:

This book untitled The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence
(Politics, History, and Culture) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this book from your list.

Isabel McNeal:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance
Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Jeri McKeen:

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and
Culture) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word
into delight arrangement in writing The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in
Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Carmen Bell:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and
Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) can give you a lot of good friends because
by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance



Florence (Politics, History, and Culture).

Download and Read Online The Art of the Network: Strategic
Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics,
History, and Culture) Paul D. McLean #QCY6J3VFOGN



Read The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage
in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) by Paul D.
McLean for online ebook

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and
Culture) by Paul D. McLean Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Art of the Network:
Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) by Paul D.
McLean books to read online.

Online The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance
Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) by Paul D. McLean ebook PDF download

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics,
History, and Culture) by Paul D. McLean Doc

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) by
Paul D. McLean Mobipocket

The Art of the Network: Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Politics, History, and Culture) by
Paul D. McLean EPub


