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A leading expert on the social world of the Bible offers students a reliable guide to the manners and customs
of the ancient world. The fourth edition has been updated throughout.

"With impeccable skill, detailed research, and a thoroughly engaging style, Victor Matthews has produced a
text that captures the complexity, beauty, and magnificence of the ancient biblical world. The study provides
a window into the richness of an ancient people's historical, cultural, social, and religious life, beginning with
the ancestral period and continuing through the intertestamental and New Testament periods. This work is
perfect for undergraduate and beginning graduate courses in Bible."
--Carol J. Dempsey, University of Portland

"A reliable guide to the world of the Bible. Readers will be enlightened by the many details that Matthews
pulls together from a wide range of sources. His broad knowledge of the ancient world and its texts will
serve well the reader who desires to dig deeper into the Bible and understand it in its cultural context."
--John Walton, Wheaton College

"This classic work is packed full of fresh information from archaeology and from texts outside the Bible that
provide a multitude of insights into the Bible's social and religious practices. With its accessible style, the
book contextualizes Israelite ways of life within the broad sweep of the ancient periods that the biblical
books purport to represent. Highly recommended as a companion to reading the Bible."
--Mark S. Smith, New York University

"This fourth edition will be of great use in the classroom. Maintaining the historical summaries and
discussion of everyday life of earlier editions and with an expanded text, discussion questions, annotated
bibliography, and glossary, this is an unparalleled resource for university instructors and students. Matthews
takes a balanced view of the historical accuracy of the Bible, presenting the centrist position in current
debates about the patriarchs, settlement period, and united monarchy. This book will greatly assist students
to read the Bible with ancient social worlds in mind."
--Robert D. Miller II, The Catholic University of America

"A comprehensive, sophisticated, and stimulating overview of the world standing behind the Hebrew
Scriptures and the New Testament and the impression it left on their varied contents. Matthews navigates a
remarkable spectrum of history, geography, and civilizations with masterful skill. Both seasoned scholars
and newcomers to the study of the Bible will find this to be a valuable and eminently readable resource."
--Mark Leuchter, Temple University
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated
Guide to Manners and Customs. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Ruth McGrath:

This The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to Manners and Customs book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read
a lot of information you will get. This particular The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to
Manners and Customs without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to Manners and Customs
can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to
Manners and Customs having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Dwight Roberts:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The Cultural
World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to Manners and Customs.

Christopher Decker:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to



try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Cultural World of the Bible: An Illustrated Guide to
Manners and Customs can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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