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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: A-, Bread Loaf School of
English, Middlebury College (Bread Loaf School of English), course: 19th Century American literature and
the West, 2 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The essay describes the hard life Susan
Shelby Magoffin had to face when accomanying her new husband down the Santa Fe trail in 1846. The
journey changes her. The high spirited young wife soon notices that neither her marriage nor her travels are
the way she expected them to be. The paper reveals how Magoffin's diary mirrors the transformation of her
personality. When Susan Shelby Magoffin left ‘civilization’ in June 1846, she was animated to accompany
her newly-wed husband to Santa Fe and even further South. Yet, her journey and her marriage are not what
she expected them to be. Her diary gives an insight into the great expectations she first had and leaves the
reader with the impression of a hopelessly sick, sad or even depressed women by the end of her diary. Down
the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico shows a female who is trying to get used to the New World. She is one of
many English- speaking woman who “from the early decades of the seventeenth century onward, […]
struggled to find some alternate set of images through which to make their own unique accommodation to
the strange and sometimes forbidding landscape” (Kolodny 3). Whether or not she managed her new life will
be depicted in this paper. Are there any discrepancies between her early entries and the ones that are
recorded later? Beginning her diary with the words: “My journal tells a story tonight different from what it
has ever done before “(Magoffin1), shows how energetic she is by the idea to record her travels in her diary.
She is an educated young woman and has already red about travelling West, since she at one time feels like
The Oregon Pioneers (Magoffin 23) or compares her journey with the ones Greg has recorded. Further, her
first diary entry shows that she sees herself as if she were in a theatre play. “The curtain raises now with a
new scene. […] Act 2nd, literally and truly. From the city of New York to the Plains of Mexico, is a stride
that I myself can scarcely realize” (Magoffin1).
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From reader reviews:

Margaretta Lee:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to
daily experience?. Try to stumble through book The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the
west to daily experience? as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Ruth Frye:

The book The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily experience? make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily experience? to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a book The diary of Susan
Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily experience?. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Wanda Sousa:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the
west to daily experience? as the daily resource information.

Anna Humphrey:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book The diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin: From the fantasy of the west to daily
experience? it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were



enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
provides high quality.
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