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In The Wedding Complex Elizabeth Freeman explores the significance of the wedding ceremony by asking
what the wedding becomes when you separate it from the idea of marriage. Freeman finds that weddings—as
performances, fantasies, and rituals of transformation—are sites for imagining and enacting forms of social
intimacy other than monogamous heterosexuality. Looking at the history of Anglo-American weddings and
their depictions in American literature and popular culture from the antebellum era to the present, she reveals
the cluster of queer desires at the heart of the "wedding complex"—longings not for marriage necessarily but
for public forms of attachment, ceremony, pageantry, and celebration.

Freeman draws on queer theory and social history to focus on a range of texts where weddings do not
necessarily lead to legal marriage but instead reflect yearnings for intimate arrangements other than long-
term, state-sanctioned, domestic couplehood. Beginning with a look at the debates over gay marriage, she
proceeds to consider literary works by Nathaniel Hawthorne, William Faulkner, Carson McCullers, Vladimir
Nabokov, and Edgar Allan Poe, along with such Hollywood films as Father of the Bride, The Graduate, and
The Godfather. She also discusses less well-known texts such as Su Friedrich’s experimental film First
Comes Love and the off-Broadway, interactive dinner play Tony ‘n’ Tina’s Wedding.

Offering bold new ways to imagine attachment and belonging, and the public performance and recognition
of social intimacy, The Wedding Complex is a major contribution to American studies, queer theory, and
cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ayers:

The book The Wedding Complex: Forms of Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Wedding Complex: Forms of Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q) for
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Wedding Complex:
Forms of Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Robert Haas:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Wedding Complex:
Forms of Belonging in Modern American Culture (Series Q). All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Denise Rutledge:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Wedding Complex: Forms of Belonging in Modern
American Culture (Series Q) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Clyde King:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Wedding Complex: Forms of Belonging in Modern American Culture
(Series Q) can make you sense more interested to read.
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