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A fundamental critique of American law and legal thought, Against the Law consists of a series of essays
written from three different perspectives that coalesce into a deep criticism of contemporary legal culture.
Paul F. Campos, Pierre Schlag, and Steven D. Smith challenge the conventional representations of the legal
system that are articulated and defended by American legal scholars. Unorthodox, irreverent, and
provocative, Against the Law demonstrates that for many in the legal community, law has become a kind of
substitute religion—an essentially idolatrous practice composed of systematic self-misrepresentation and
self-deception.
Linked by a persistent inquiry into the nature and identity of “the law,” these essays are informed by the
conviction that the conventional representations of law, both in law schools and the courts, cannot be taken at
face value—that the law, as commonly conceived, makes no sense. The authors argue that the relentlessly
normative prescriptions of American legal thinkers are frequently futile and, indeed, often pernicious. They
also argue that the failure to recognize the role that authorship must play in the production of legal thought
plagues both the teaching and the practice of American law. Ranging from the institutional to the
psychological and metaphysical deficiencies of the American legal system, the depth of criticism offered by
Against the Law is unprecedented.
In a departure from the nearly universal legitimating and reformist tendencies of American legal thought, this
book will be of interest not only to the legal academics under attack in the book, but also to sociologists,
historians, and social theorists. More particularly, it will engage all the American lawyers who suspect that
there is something very wrong with the nature and direction of their profession, law students who anticipate
becoming part of that profession, and those readers concerned with the status of the American legal system.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Against the Law
(Constitutional conflicts) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts)is the main of several books that will
everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Jesse Williams:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts) can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Charles Shin:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts), you can
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mark Whitten:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Against the Law
(Constitutional conflicts) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you could pick Against the Law (Constitutional conflicts) become your personal starter.
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