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John McCabe's participation in the writing of James Cagney's autobiography, the many years of friendship
that followed, and an intense period of interview and discussion in preparation for a musical comedy based
on Cagney's life--a show that never saw the light of day--make him Cagney's ideal biographer. And, indeed,
he has written a searching chronicle of this major actor's life and career, packed with history and anecdote,
and profusely illustrated.

Cagney came from a poor Irish-American New York family but once he found his métier as an actor, it was
not long before he was recognized as a brilliantly energetic and powerful phenomenon. After the tremendous
impact of Public Enemy--in which he notoriously pushed half a grapefruit into Mae Clarke's face--he was
typecast as a gangster because of the terrifying violence that seemed to be pent up within him. Years of
pitched battle with Warner Brothers finally liberated him from those roles, and he went on to star in such
triumphs as the musicals Yankee Doodle Dandy (winning the 1942 Oscar for best actor) and Love Me or
Leave Me. Even so, one of his greatest later roles involved a return to crime--as the psychopathic killer in the
terrifying White Heat. He retired from films in 1961 after making Billy Wilder's One, Two, Three, only to
return twenty years later for Ragtime.

But however much Cagney personified violence and  explosive energy on the screen, in life he was a quiet,
introspective, and deeply private man, a poet, painter, and environmentalist, whose marriage to his early
vaudeville partner was famously loyal and happy. His story is one of the few Hollywood biographies that
reflect a fulfilled life as well as a spectacular career.
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From reader reviews:

Renee Oneal:

The book Cagney make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make examining a book Cagney to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like start and read a publication Cagney. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Lavone Anderson:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Cagney book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Cagney content conveys objective easily to understand
by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of
it. So , do you continue to thinking Cagney is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

William Delacruz:

This book untitled Cagney to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail
store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this e-book from your list.

Joy Becker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
named of book Cagney. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book.
It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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