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A compelling and thoughtful memoir about a significant figure on New Zealand's literary - and
natural - landscape.'The stories that I think worth telling are of how, as a young man, I left home on the
other side of the world half a century ago and took the chance to become a New Zealander. More, of
becoming a New Zealand writer now able to look back over 50 years and relate not only what happened to
me, of how I grew up, but also something of how the country has grown and changed. It is about my
developing relationship with my country and some of its people.' As Philip Temple explains in his preface,
this is about his life and the country he chose to call home. His memoir shows how he made this decision,
how he left England at a young age, and how he came to explore and love this country, scaling its mountains
and writing its stories. New Zealand has always pulled him back, despite adventures overseas, exploring
previously unknown regions of the world, sailing in exciting waters, trailing through Europe, and a long love
affair with Berlin. Despite all this, New Zealand became and remains his country. In an honest and
remarkably diverse appraisal of his life, he reveals his personal and professional relationships, including his
search for his father, the failure of his marriage, difficult times working for the Listener, and his campaigning
for MMP. It is also a fascinating account of how he has made a living as a full-time writer. Compelling,
thoughtful and moving, this is an important view of the last fifty years.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Chance Is A Fine
Thing: 50 Years In New Zealand? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

David Henry:

This book untitled Chance Is A Fine Thing: 50 Years In New Zealand to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Eric Beckman:

The actual book Chance Is A Fine Thing: 50 Years In New Zealand will bring that you the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Chance Is A Fine Thing: 50 Years In New Zealand is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

John Martindale:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Chance Is A Fine Thing: 50 Years In New Zealand will give you a new experience in studying a
book.
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