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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 2, University of
Innsbruck (Department of American Studies), course: Ethical Issuesin American Medical and Legal
Narratives, 15 entriesin the bibliography, language: English, abstract: "How many lives do we live? How
many times do we die? They say we all lose 21 grams... at the exact moment of our death. Everyone. And
how much fitsinto 21 grams? How much is lost? When do we lose 21 grams? How much goes with them?
How much is gained? How much is gained? Twenty-one grams. The weight of a stack of five nickels. The
weight of a hummingbird. A chocolate bar. How much did 21 grams?"

Paul Riversleaves uswith all these questions before he dies, and in fact, we need all these questionsin order
to reach a deeper understanding and to make sense of the movie. So, how much do 21 grams weigh? And
what are these 21 grams. It istempting to give arelatively ssmple answer from amedical or religious
perspective. We may say that gases exhaust from our body or even that the soul escapes from the body when
we die. But this movie goes a step further.

These 21 grams apparently weigh so little but in the end weigh alot. These 21 grams are the happiness of a
family, the target of revenge, the reason for struggle, they are lifeitself. So our lives are dependent on these
21 grams, which shows that lifeisreally fragile. And this leads us to the topic of this paper: organ
transplantation. Organ transplantation gives us the possibility to save another person’slife when our lifeis

aready over.

For many peopleit is self-evident to donate an organ when someone else' s life can be saved through that,
and it may seem that there are no real problems or questions concerning organ transplantation, but there are.
Organ transplantation is a much more controversial issue as most people might believe and there are
definitely a number of ethical problems concerning organ transplantation. The aim of this paper isto analyze
Alglandro Gonzélez | farritu’s movie 21 Grams and to describe the problems and questions connected with
organ transplantation that come up. In order to provide a solid basis for the analysis, necessary background
information will be presented and connected with the movie. First of al, the director will be presented
briefly. Then, general questions and problems concerning organ transplantation in 21 Grams will be
discussed and finally more complex issues (decision making, psychological problems and interest groups)
will be dealt with.
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From reader reviews:
Edith Ward:

This Ethical problems concerning organ transplantation in "21 Grams" book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book isinformation inside
thisreserveincredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of Ethical problems concerning organ transplantation in "21 Grams' without we
understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Ethical
problems concerning organ transplantation in 21 Grams" can bring when you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Ethical problems concerning organ transplantation in "21 Grams" having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Janice Smith;:

Spent afreetimeto be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the reserve untitled Ethical problems concerning organ
transplantation in "21 Grams" can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Wilda Baeza:

Beside this specific Ethical problems concerning organ transplantation in 21 Grams" in your phone, it may
give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
might got hereisfresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It isgood thing to have Ethical problems concerning organ transplantation in "21 Grams'
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item?
Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Jennifer Valdovinos;

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Ethical problems concerning organ
transplantation in "21 Grams" can give you alot of close friends because by you looking at this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize,



by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et us have Ethical
problems concerning organ transplantation in "21 Grams'.
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