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The decollectivization of Chinese agriculture in the early post-Mao period is widely recognized as a critical
part of the overall reform program. But the political process leading to this outcome is poorly understood. A
number of approaches have dominated the existing literature: 1) a power/policy struggle between Hua
Guofeng’s alleged neo-Maoists and Deng Xiaoping’s reform coalition; 2) the power of the peasants; and 3)
the leading role of provincial reformers. The first has no validity, while second and third must be viewed
through more complex lenses.

This study provides a new interpretation challenging conventional wisdom. Its key finding is that a game
changer emerged in spring 1980 at the time Deng replaced Hua as CCP leader, but the significant change in
policy was not a product of any clash between these two leaders. Instead, Deng endorsed Zhao Ziyang’s
policy initiative that shifted emphasis away from Hua’s pro-peasant policy of increased resources to the
countryside, to a pro-state policy that reduced the rural burden on national coffers. To replace the financial
resources, policy measures including household farming were implemented with considerable provincial
variations. The major unexpected production increases in 1982 confirmed the arrival of decollectivization as
the template on the ground. The dynamics of this policy change has never been adequately explained.

Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform offers a deep empirical study of critical developments involving
politics from the highest levels in Beijing to China’s villages, and in the process challenges many broader
accepted interpretations of the politics of reform. It is essential reading for students and scholars of
contemporary Chinese political history.
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From reader reviews:

Rosemarie Cleveland:

With other case, little people like to read book Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform: Initial Steps toward a
New Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important any book Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform: Initial Steps toward a New
Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Janice Saucier:

This Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform: Initial Steps toward a New Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981
book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform: Initial
Steps toward a New Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981 without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural
Reform: Initial Steps toward a New Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981 can bring any time you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
phone. This Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform: Initial Steps toward a New Chinese Countryside, 1976-
1981 having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural
Reform: Initial Steps toward a New Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981 book since this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you probably know this.

John Day:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Paradoxes of Post-Mao Rural Reform: Initial Steps toward a New Chinese Countryside, 1976-1981.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge



and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.
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