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THE LURE OF PERFECTION: FASHION AND BALLET, 1780-1830 offers a unique look at how ballet
influenced contemporary fashion and women's body image, and how street fashions in turn were reflected by
the costumes worn by ballet dancers. Through years of research, the author has traced the interplay between
fashion, social trends, and the development of dance. During the 18th century, women literally took up twice
as much space as men; their billowing dresses ballooned out from their figures, sometimes a full 55 inches,
to display costly jewelry and fine brocade work; similar costumes appeared on stage. But clothing also
limited her movement; it literally disabled them, making the dances themselves little more than tableaux.
Movement was further inhibited by high shoes and tight corsets; thus the image of the rigidly straight, long-
lined dancer is as much a product of clothing as aesthetics. However, with changing times came new trends.
An increased interest in natural movement and the common folk led to less-restrictive clothing. As viewers
demanded more virtuosic dancers, women literally danced their way to freedom.

THE LURE OF PERFECTION will interest students of dance and cultural history, and women's studies. It is
a fascinating, well-researched look at the interplay of fashion, dance, and culture-still very much a part of our
world today.
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From reader reviews:

Antonia Wagner:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Lure of Perfection: Fashion
and Ballet, 1780-1830 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable
book with you?

Eric Baur:

This The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. That The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 without we know teach the one who
studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Lure of Perfection:
Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Lure of Perfection:
Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Dolores Young:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Harold Singleton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 can be your answer because it can be
read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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