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A Buddhist interpretation of Western history that shows civilization shaped by the self's desire for
groundedness.

Buddhism teaches that to become happy, greed, ill-will, and delusion must be transformed into their positive
counterparts: generosity, compassion, and wisdom. The history of the West, like all histories, has been
plagued by the consequences of greed, ill-will, and delusion. A Buddhist History of the West investigates
how individuals have tried to ground themselves to make themselves feel more real. To be self-conscious is
to experience ungroundedness as a sense of lack, but what is lacking has been understood differently in
different historical periods. Author David R. Loy examines how the understanding of lack changes at
historical junctures and shows how those junctures were so crucial in the development of the West.

“A polymath’s tour through intellectual and social history, David Loy’s Buddhist retelling goes far in
revealing the historically conditioned limitations of many dominant Western terms, metaphors, and
assumptions. By reinterpreting greed, ill will, and delusion as structural rather than personal problems, Loy
offers a compassionate account of ways that we make ourselves unhappy and a trenchant critique of market
capitalism’s manipulation of these habits of mind.” — The Journal of Asian Studies

“…his study of European history from what he calls the perspective of lack reveals astonishing yet
previously barely highlighted insights into European thought … Loy’s book is filled with observations and
indictments of common myths that are not only provocative in nature but sure to challenge many of the
presuppositions that the proponents of the so-called Western World hold dear.” — Philosophy East & West

“This book expands the dialog, enlarges the vocabulary, takes instruction from other cultural traditions, and
throws light on our own Occidental problems. I like its clarity in a territory that is of critical importance and
is intrinsically difficult. The book has to do with ways of coming to a better understanding of civilization,
history, politics, and our own human psyches, and how it is that certain sets of problems—war and
exploitation among them—keep arising. David Loy is opening up new territory that is of great value. He is a
very exciting thinker.” — Gary Snyder, author of The Gary Snyder Reader: Prose, Poetry, and Translations,
1952–1998

David R. Loy is Professor in the Faculty of International Studies at Bunkyo University, Japan. He is the
author of Lack and Transcendence: The Problem of Death and Life in Psychotherapy, Existentialism, and
Buddhism and Nonduality: A Study in Comparative Philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

William Martel:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and important the book A Buddhist History of the West: Studies in Lack
(SUNY Series in Religious Studies). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Tracy Lindsey:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
A Buddhist History of the West: Studies in Lack (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The A Buddhist History of the West:
Studies in Lack (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

David Betancourt:

This A Buddhist History of the West: Studies in Lack (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) is great guide for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word
or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having A Buddhist History of the West: Studies in Lack (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So
, this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Amelia Page:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Buddhist History of the West: Studies in
Lack (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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