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"Local government in colonial America was the seedbed of American constitutionalism." So begins the
introductory essay to this landmark collection of eighty documents created by the American colonists—and
not English officials—that are the genesis of American fundamental law and constitutionalism. Most of these
documents, commencing with the Agreement of the Settlers at Exeter in New Hampshire, July 5, 1639, and
concluding with Joseph Galloway's Plan of Union, 1774—"the immediate precursor to the Articles of
Confederation"—have never before been accessible to the general reader or available in a single volume. As
Professor Lutz points out, the documents are chosen to make possible "a careful examination of [the
American] people's attempt at self-interpretation." All of the principal colonial documents are included, as
are all documents attempting to unite the colonies, beginning with the New England Confederation of 1643.
Bicameralism, popular sovereignty, the separation of powers, checks and balances, limited government, and
religious freedom—in sum, the hallmarks of American constitutionalism—were first presented to the world
in these writings.

Donald S. Lutz is Professor of Political Science at the University of Houston.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you that Colonial Origins of the
American Constitution book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Antonio Nelson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Colonial Origins of the American
Constitution book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Colonial Origins of the American Constitution why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Joseph Lafond:

The book untitled Colonial Origins of the American Constitution contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
take you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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