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A New York Times “Books for Summer Reading” selection

Winner of the 2003 National Jewish Book Award for History

By the time he died in 1993 at the age of 73, Irving Howe was one of the twentieth century’s most important
public thinkers. Deeply passionate, committed to social reform and secular Jewishness, ardently devoted to
fiction and poetry, in love with baseball, music, and ballet, Howe wrote with such eloquence and lived with
such conviction that his extraordinary work is now part of the canon of American social thought.

In the first comprehensive biography of Howe’s life, historian Gerald Sorin brings us close to this man who
rose from Jewish immigrant poverty in the 1930s to become one of the most provocative intellectuals of our
time. Known most widely for his award-winning book World of Our Fathers, a rich portrayal of the East
European Jewish experience in New York, Howe also won acclaim for his prodigious output of illuminating
essays on American culture and as an indefatigable promoter of democratic socialism as can be seen in the
pages of Dissent, the journal he edited for nearly forty years.

Deeply devoted to the ideal of democratic radicalism and true equality, Howe was constantly engaged in a
struggle for decency and basic fairness in the face of social injustice. In the century of Auschwitz, the Gulag,
and global inter-ethnic mass murder, it was difficult to sustain political certainties and take pride in one's
humanity. To have lived a life of conviction and engagement in that era was a notable achievement. Irving
Howe lived such a life and Gerald Sorin has done a masterful job of guiding us through it in all its passion
and complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Tandy:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Irving Howe: A Life of Passionate Dissent
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The reserve Irving Howe: A Life of Passionate Dissent is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Irving Howe: A Life of
Passionate Dissent. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Dewayne Campbell:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Irving Howe: A Life of Passionate
Dissent book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Janelle Garrity:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Irving Howe: A Life of Passionate Dissent the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
ahead of. The Irving Howe: A Life of Passionate Dissent giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Luis Hahn:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Irving Howe: A Life of Passionate Dissent can make you sense more interested to read.
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