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Why is American punishment so cruel? While in continental Europe great efforts are made to guarantee that
prisoners are treated humanely, in America sentences have gotten longer and rehabilitation programs have
fallen by the wayside. Western Europe attempts to prepare its criminals for life after prison, whereas many
American prisons today leave their inhabitants reduced and debased. In the last quarter of a century, Europe
has worked to ensure that the baser human inclination toward vengeance is not reflected by state policy, yet
America has shown a systemic drive toward ever increasing levels of harshness in its criminal policies. Why
is America so short on mercy? In this deeply researched, comparative work, James Q. Whitman reaches back
to the 17th and 18th centuries to trace how and why American and European practices came to diverge.
Eschewing the usual historical imprisonment narratives, Whitman focuses instead on intriguing differences
in the development of punishment in the age of Western democracy. European traditions of social hierarchy
and state power, so consciously rejected by the American colonies, nevertheless supported a more merciful
and dignified treatment of offenders. The hierarchical class system on the continent kept alive a tradition of
less-degrading "high-status" punishments that eventually became applied across the board in Europe. The
distinctly American, draconian regime, on the other hand, grows, Whitman argues, out of America's
longstanding distrust of state power and its peculiar, broad-brush sense of egalitarianism. Low-status
punishments were evenly meted out to all offenders, regardless of class or standing. America's unrelentingly
harsh treatment of transgressors--this "equal opportunity degradation"-- is, in a very real sense, the dark side
of the nation's much vaunted individualism. A sobering look at the growing rift between the United States
and Europe, Harsh Justice exposes the deep cultural roots of America's degrading punishment practices.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Crane:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Harsh Justice: Criminal Punishment and the
Widening Divide between America and Europe was making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Harsh Justice:
Criminal Punishment and the Widening Divide between America and Europe is not only giving you much
more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Harsh Justice:
Criminal Punishment and the Widening Divide between America and Europe. You never really feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Charles Felton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Harsh Justice: Criminal Punishment and the
Widening Divide between America and Europe as your daily resource information.

Neil McNatt:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Harsh Justice: Criminal
Punishment and the Widening Divide between America and Europe which is getting the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's see.

Andre Barrett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Harsh Justice: Criminal Punishment and the Widening Divide between America and Europe.
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