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In Medieval Autographies, A. C. Spearing develops a new engagement of narrative theory with medieval
English first-person writing, focusing on the roles and functions of the “I” as a shifting textual phenomenon,
not to be defined either as autobiographical or as the label of a fictional speaker or narrator. Spearing
identifies and explores a previously unrecognized category of medieval English poetry, calling it
"autography.” He describes this form as emerging in the mid-fourteenth century and consisting of extended
nonlyrical writings in the first person, embracing prologues, authorial interventions in and commentaries on
third-person narratives, and descendants of the dit, a genre of French medieval poetry. He argues that
autography arose as a means of liberation from the requirement to tell stories with preordained conclusions
and as a way of achieving a closer relation to lived experience, with all its unpredictability and
inconsistencies. Autographies, he claims, are marked by a cluster of characteristics including a
correspondence to the texture of life as it is experienced, a montage-like unpredictability of structure, and a
concern with writing and textuality. Beginning with what may be the earliest extended first-person narrative
in Middle English, Winner and Waster, the book examines instances of the dit as discussed by French
scholars, analyzes Chaucer’s Wife of Bath’s Prologue as a textual performance, and devotes separate
chapters to detailed readings of Hoccleve’s Regement of Princes prologue, his Complaint and Dialogue, and
the witty first-person elements in Osbern Bokenham’s legends of saints. An afterword suggests possible
further applications of the concept of autography, including discussion of the intermittent autographic
commentaries on the narrative in Troilus and Criseyde and Capgrave’s Life of Saint Katherine.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Jefferson:

The publication untitled Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text (The Conway Lectures in Medieval
Studies) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text
(The Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Marchant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text
(The Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text (The Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) as good book not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its
include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sylvia Grable:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text (The
Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book
you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text (The Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies).

Rochelle Barrick:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book Medieval Autographies: The "I" of the Text (The Conway Lectures in Medieval Studies). You'll
be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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