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From constructing new buildings to describing rival-controlled areas as morally and physically dangerous,
leaders in late antiquity fundamentally shaped their physical environment and thus the events that unfolded
within it. Controlling Contested Places maps the city of Antioch (Antakya, Turkey) through the
topographically sensitive vocabulary of cultural geography, demonstrating the critical role played by
physical and rhetorical spatial contests during the tumultuous fourth century. Paying close attention to the
manipulation of physical places, Christine Shepardson exposes some of the powerful forces that structured
the development of religious orthodoxy and orthopraxy in the late Roman Empire.

Theological claims and political support were not the only significant factors in determining which Christian
communities gained authority around the Empire. Rather, Antioch’s urban and rural places, far from being
an inert backdrop against which events transpired, were ever-shifting sites of, and tools for, the negotiation
of power, authority, and religious identity. This book traces the ways in which leaders like John Chrysostom,
Theodoret, and Libanius encouraged their audiences to modify their daily behaviors and transform their
interpretation of the world (and landscape) around them. Shepardson argues that examples from Antioch
were echoed around the Mediterranean world, and similar types of physical and rhetorical manipulations
continue to shape the politics of identity and perceptions of religious orthodoxy to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Akins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Controlling
Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Controlling Contested
Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversyis one of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
with this book.

John James:

The reserve with title Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of
Religious Controversy includes a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Judi Orta:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Controlling Contested Places: Late
Antique Antioch and the Spatial Politics of Religious Controversy is simple to create you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Thomas Busch:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Controlling Contested Places: Late Antique Antioch and the Spatial
Politics of Religious Controversy can make you really feel more interested to read.
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