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Prevalent among classicists today is the notion that Greeks, Romans, and Jews enhanced their own self-
perception by contrasting themselves with the so-called Other--Egyptians, Phoenicians, Ethiopians, Gauls,
and other foreigners--frequently through hostile stereotypes, distortions, and caricature. In this provocative
book, Erich Gruen demonstrates how the ancients found connections rather than contrasts, how they
expressed admiration for the achievements and principles of other societies, and how they discerned--and
even invented--kinship relations and shared roots with diverse peoples.

Gruen shows how the ancients incorporated the traditions of foreign nations, and imagined blood ties and
associations with distant cultures through myth, legend, and fictive histories. He looks at a host of creative
tales, including those describing the founding of Thebes by the Phoenician Cadmus, Rome's embrace of
Trojan and Arcadian origins, and Abraham as ancestor to the Spartans. Gruen gives in-depth readings of
major texts by Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Julius Caesar, Tacitus, and others, in addition to
portions of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how they offer richly nuanced portraits of the alien that go well
beyond stereotypes and caricature.

Providing extraordinary insight into the ancient world, this controversial book explores how ancient attitudes
toward the Other often expressed mutuality and connection, and not simply contrast and alienation.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures).

Brian Smith:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Rethinking the Other in Antiquity
(Martin Classical Lectures) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Kim Romero:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures), you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a publication.

Jennifer David:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer



made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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