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"The story you are about to read is the story of a light-bringer....Salman Ahmad inspires me to reach always
for the greatest heights and never to fear....Know that his story is a part of our history."
-- Melissa Etheridge, from the Introduction

With 30 million record sales under his belt, and with fans including Bono and Al Gore, Pakistanborn Salman
Ahmad is renowned for being the first rock & roll star to destroy the wall that divides the West and the
Muslim world. Rock & Roll Jihad is the story of his incredible journey.

Facing down angry mullahs and oppressive dictators who wanted all music to be banned from the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, Salman Ahmad rocketed to the top of the music charts, bringing Westernstyle rock and
pop to Pakistani teenagers for the first time. His band Junoon became the U2 of Asia, a sufi - rock group that
broke boundaries and sold a record number of albums. But Salman's story began in New York, where he
spent his teen years learning to play guitar, listening to Led Zeppelin, hanging out at rock clubs and Beatles
Fests, making American friends, and dreaming of rock-star fame. That dream seemed destined to die when
his family returned to Pakistan and Salman was forced to follow the strictures of a newly religious -- and
stratified -- society. He finished medical school, met his soul mate, and watched his beloved funkytown of
Lahore transform with the rest of Pakistan under the rule of Zia into a fundamentalist dictatorship: morality
police arrested couples holding hands in public, Little House on the Prairie and Live Aid were banned from
television broadcasts, and Kalashnikovs and rocket launchers proliferated on college campuses via the
Afghani resistance to Soviet occupation in the north.

Undeterred, the teenage Salman created his own underground jihad: his mission was to bring his beloved
rock music to an enthusiastic new audience in South Asia and beyond. He started a traveling guitar club that
met in private Lahore spaces, mixing Urdu love poems with Casio synthesizers, tablas with Fender
Stratocasters, and ragas with power chords, eventually joining his first pop band, Vital Signs. Later, he
founded Junoon, South Asia's biggest rock band, which was followed to every corner of the world by a loyal
legion of fans called Junoonis. As his music climbed the charts, Salman found himself the target of religious
fanatics and power-mad politicians desperate to take him and his band down. But in the center of a new
generation of young Pakistanis who go to mosques as well as McDonald's, whose religion gives them
compassion for and not fear of the West, and who see modern music as a "rainbow bridge" that links their
lives to the rest of the world, nothing could stop Salman's star from rising.

Today, Salman continues to play music and is also a UNAIDS Goodwill Ambassador, traveling the world as
a spokesperson and using the lessons he learned as a musical pioneer to help heal the wounds between East
and West -- lessons he shares in this illuminating memoir.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin King:

The feeling that you get from Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution will be the more deep
you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution instantly.

Katie Johnson:

This Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution
can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food
but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Susan Rogers:

This Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Rock & Roll
Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's Revolution can be the light food in your case because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.

Daniel Adams:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock
Star's Revolution can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get



success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Rock & Roll Jihad: A Muslim Rock Star's
Revolution.
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