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Soon after film came into existence, the term epic was used to describe productions that were lengthy,
spectacular, live with action, and often filmed in exotic locales with large casts and staggering budgets. The
effort and extravagance needed to mount an epic film paid off handsomely at the box office, for the genre
became an immediate favorite with audiences. Epic films survived the tribulations of two world wars and the
Depression and have retained the basic characteristics of size and glamour for more than a hundred years.
Length was, and still is, one of the traits of the epic, though monolithic three- to four-hour spectacles like
Gone with the Wind (1939) and Lawrence of Arabia (1962) have been replaced today by such franchises as
the Harry Potter films and the Lord of the Rings trilogy. Although the form has evolved during many decades
of existence, its central elements have been retained, refined, and modernized to suit the tastes of every new
generation.

The Encyclopedia of Epic Films identifies, describes, and analyzes those films that meet the criteria of the
epic—sweeping drama, panoramic landscapes, lengthy adventure sequences, and, in many cases, casts of
thousands. This volume looks at the wide variety of epics produced over the last century—from the silent
spectacles of D. W. Griffith and biblical melodramas of Cecil B. DeMille to the historical dramas of David
Lean and rollercoaster thrillers of Steven Spielberg. Each entry contains:

Major personnel behind the camera, including directors and screenwriters●

Cast and character listings●

Plot summary●

Analysis●

Academy Award wins and nominations●

DVD and Blu-ray availability●

Resources for further study●

This volume also includes appendixes of foreign epics, superhero spectaculars, and epics produced for
television, along with a list of all the directors in the book. Despite a lack of overall critical recognition and
respect as a genre, the epic remains a favorite of audiences, and this book pays homage to a form of mass
entertainment that continues to fill movie theaters. The Encyclopedia of Epic Films will be of interest to
academics and scholars, as well as any fan of films made on a grand scale.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Encyclopedia of
Epic Films suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
The Encyclopedia of Epic Filmsis one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Noel Stevens:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Encyclopedia of Epic Films.

Christina McMullen:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Encyclopedia of Epic Films can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Amber Payne:

The book untitled The Encyclopedia of Epic Films contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.
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