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For critics, fans, and scholars of drama and film, the laugh has traditionally been tied to comedy, indicating
and expressing mirth, witty relief, joyous celebration, or arch and sarcastic parody. But strange, dark laughter
that illuminates non-comedic, unfunny situations gets much less attention. In The Last Laugh: Strange
Humors of Cinema, editor Murray Pomerance has assembled contributions from thirteen estimable scholars
that address the strange laughter of cinema from varying intellectual perspectives and a wide range of
sources.

Contributors consider unusual humors in a variety of filmic settings, from the chilling unheard laughter of
silent cinema to the ribald and mortal laughter in the work of Orson Welles; the vagaries and nuances of
laughter in film noir to the eccentric laughter of science fiction. Essays also look at laughter in many
different applications, from the subtle, underlying wit of the thriller Don't Look Now to the deeply
provocative humor of experimental film and the unpredictable, shadowy, insightful, and stunning laughter in
such films as Black Swan, Henry Fool, The Treasure of the Sierra Madre, Kiss of Death, The Dark Knight,
and A.I. Artificial Intelligence.

The accessibly written, unique essays in The Last Laugh bring a new understanding to the delicate balance,
unsettled tensions, and fragility of human affairs depicted by strange humor in film. For scholars of film and
readers who love cinema, these essays will be rich and playful inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Dominique Fletcher:

Here thing why this The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore
and Anthropology) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Last Laugh:
Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in
Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) in e-book can be your substitute.

David Mathews:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of
Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) book because this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Bruce Mull:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Joseph Lee:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.



Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Last Laugh:
Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology).
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