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The cultural battle known as the Quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns served as a sly cover for more deeply
opposed views about the value of literature and the arts. One of the most public controversies of early
modern Europe, the Quarrel has most often been depicted as pitting antiquarian conservatives against the
insurgent critics of established authority. The Shock of the Ancient turns the canonical vision of those events
on its head by demonstrating how the defenders of Greek literature—rather than clinging to an outmoded
tradition—celebrated the radically different practices of the ancient world.

At a time when the constraints of decorum and the politics of French absolutism quashed the expression of
cultural differences, the ancient world presented a disturbing face of otherness. Larry F. Norman explores
how the authoritative status of ancient Greek texts allowed them to justify literary depictions of the
scandalous. The Shock of the Ancient surveys the diverse array of aesthetic models presented in these ancient
works and considers how they both helped to undermine the rigid codes of neoclassicism and paved the way
for the innovative philosophies of the Enlightenment. Broadly appealing to students of European literature,
art history, and philosophy, this book is an important contribution to early modern literary and cultural
debates.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

The book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France for being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a guide The Shock of the Ancient: Literature
and History in Early Modern France. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Armando Mosley:

This The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France can bring any
time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gordon Woods:

The reason why? Because this The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Edward White:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and
History in Early Modern France can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can



be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
The Shock of the Ancient: Literature and History in Early Modern France.
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