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The Mississippi River was a strategic priority for the Union army from the outset of the American Civil War.
By controlling the Mississippi, the North’s military forces could effectively split the Confederacy in two and
create economic and logistical havoc for Confederate supply lines that relied on river transportation. A
number of battles were fought for control of the Mississippi, and ultimately the combination of Union troops
supported by Federal gunboats and armored paddle steamers culminated in the surrender of Port Hudson in
July 1863 and Union dominance over the Mississippi waterways.

            The Battle of Memphis was one such fray waged for control of the Mississippi. It was a major victory
for the Union, one that was over almost before it began because of luck and lessons the Union fleet learned at
a hard-fought battle with the Confederate River Defense Fleet at Plum Point. Perhaps owing to its swift
conclusion, the Battle of Memphis has not received the scholarly attention of other battles, such as Vicksburg
and Forts Henry and Donelson. In To Retain Command of the Mississippi, Edward B. McCaul Jr. argues that
the Battle of Memphis was pivotal in the Union’s efforts to control the Mississippi River. The Union
command, by narrowly escaping defeat at Plum Point, learned invaluable lessons about the Confederate
River Defense Fleet and masterfully enacted those lessons in decisively defeating the Confederate fleet at
Memphis. With the Confederacy’s river forces severely crippled after the Battle of Memphis, the Union
fleets pushed onward to eventual victory at Vicksburg.

            McCaul brings this pivotal river battle back into the American Civil War discussion by highlighting
the Union gains and Confederate losses that led up to the Battle of Memphis and maintaining that had the
battle gone differently, Grant’s plans for taking Vicksburg would have been drastically altered

 

Edward B. McCaul Jr. is Assistant Dean for Curriculum and Assessment in the College of Engineering at
The Ohio State University. He is the author of The Mechanical Fuze and the Advance of Artillery in the Civil
War, and his articles have appeared in Military History, Vietnam, and Aviation History.
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From reader reviews:

Ricardo Hamilton:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War
Naval Campaign for Memphis to read.

Debra Jones:

The book To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis will bring
one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book To Retain Command of
the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jennifer Randolph:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking To Retain Command of the
Mississippi: The Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The
Civil War Naval Campaign for Memphis become your personal starter.

Hattie Godfrey:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book To Retain Command of the Mississippi: The Civil War Naval
Campaign for Memphis was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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