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A feminist, an outspoken activist, a woman without a college education, Midge Costanza was one of the
unlikeliest of White House insiders. Yet in 1977 she became the first female Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison under Jimmy Carter, emerging as a prominent focal point of the American culture wars.
Tasked with bringing the views of special interest groups to the president, Costanza championed progressive
causes even as Americans grew increasingly divided on the very issues for which she fought.

In A Feminist in the White House, Doreen Mattingly draws on Costanza's personal papers to shed light on the
life of this fascinating and controversial woman. Mattingly chronicles Costanza's dramatic rise and fall as a
public figure, from her initial popularity to her ultimate clashes with Carter and his aides. While Costanza
challenged Carter to support abortion rights, gay and lesbian rights, and feminist policies, Carter faced
increased pressure to appease the interests of emerging Religious Right, which directly opposed Costanza's
ideals. Ultimately, marginalized both within the White House and by her fellow feminists, Costanza was
pressured to resign in 1978.

Through the lens of Constanza's story, readers catch a unique perspective of the rise of debates which have
defined the feminist movement and sexual politics to this very day. Mattingly also reveals a wider, but
heretofore neglected, narrative of the complex era of gender politics in the late 1970's Washington - a history
which continues to resonate in politics today. A Feminist in the White House is a must-read for anyone with
an interest in sexual politics, female politicians, and presidential history.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter
Years, and America's Culture Wars. Try to stumble through book A Feminist in the White House: Midge
Costanza, the Carter Years, and America's Culture Wars as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Joseph Haner:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter Years, and
America's Culture Wars was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Nicholas Poston:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza,
the Carter Years, and America's Culture Wars was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter Years, and America's Culture Wars
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers
up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.

Frederick Palazzo:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter Years, and America's
Culture Wars when you essential it?
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