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With lucid analysis and engaging storytelling, USA Today senior diplomatic correspondent Barbara Slavin
portrays the complex love-hate relationship between Iran and the United States. She takes into account
deeply imbedded cultural habits and political goals to illuminate a struggle that promises to remain a
headline story over the next decade. In this fascinating look, Slavin provides details of thwarted efforts at
reconciliation under both the Clinton and Bush presidencies and opportunities rebuffed by the Bush
administration in its belief that invading Iraq would somehow weaken Iran's Islamic government. Yet despite
the dire situation in Iraq, the Bush administration appears to be building a case for confrontation with Iran
based on the same three issues it used against Saddam Hussein's regime: weapons of mass destruction,
support for terrorism, and repression of human rights. The U.S. charges Iran is supporting terrorists inside
and outside Iraq and is repressing its own people who, in the words of U.S. officials, "deserve better." Slavin
believes the U.S. government may be suffering from the same lack of understanding and foresight that led it
into prolonged warfare in Iraq.

One of the few reporters to interview Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, as well as his two
predecessors and scores of ordinary Iranians, Slavin gives insight into what the U.S. government may not be
taking into account. She portrays Iran as a country that both adores and fears America and has a deeply
rooted sense of its own historical and regional importance. Despite government propaganda that portrays the
U.S. as the "Great Satan," many Iranians have come to idolize staples of American pop culture while
clinging to their own traditions. This is clearly not a relationship to be taken a face value. The interplay
between the U.S. and Iran will only grow more complex as Iran moves toward becoming a nuclear power.
Distrustful of each other's intentions yet longing at some level to reconcile, neither Tehran nor Washington
know how this story will end.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

The book Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the U.S., and the Twisted Path to Confrontation make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book
Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the U.S., and the Twisted Path to Confrontation to be your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran,
the U.S., and the Twisted Path to Confrontation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Glen Hoffman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the
U.S., and the Twisted Path to Confrontation book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Beverly Ingram:

The guide with title Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the U.S., and the Twisted Path to Confrontation
has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Joseph Robison:

Beside this Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the U.S., and the Twisted Path to Confrontation in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies: Iran, the U.S., and the Twisted
Path to Confrontation because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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