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In a provocative book-length essay, Patricia Lynne argues that most programmatic assessment of student
writing in U.S. public and higher education is conceived in the terms of mid-20th century positivism. Since
composition as a field had found its most compatible home in constructivism, she asks, why do
compositionists import a conceptual frame for assessment that is incompatible with composition theory?

By casting this as a clash of paradigms, Lynne is able to highlight the ways in which each theory can and
cannot influence the shape of assessment within composition. She laments, as do many in composition, that
the objectively oriented paradigm of educational assessment theory subjugates and discounts the very social
constructionist principles that empower composition pedagogy. Further, Lynne criticizes recent practice for
accommodating the big business of educational testing—especially for capitulating to the discourse of
positivism embedded in terms like "validity" and "reliability." These terms and concepts, she argues, have
little theoretical significance within composition studies, and their technical and philosophical import are
downplayed by composition assessment scholars.

There is a need, Lynne says, for terms of assessment that are native to composition. To open this needed
discussion within the field, she analyzes cutting-edge assessment efforts, including the work of Broad and
Haswell, and she advances a set of alternate terms for evaluating assessment practices, a set of terms
grounded in constructivism and composition.

Coming to Terms is ambitious and principled, and it takes a controversial stand on important issues. This
strong new volume in assessment theory will be of serious interest to assessment specialists and their
students, to composition theorists, and to those now mounting assessments in their own programs.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Jara:

This book untitled Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Anderson Austin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get just before. The Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment giving you
one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Hattie Leclair:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Coming To Terms: A Theory of
Writing Assessment is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Shawn Mathison:

This Coming To Terms: A Theory of Writing Assessment is fresh way for you who has fascination to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Coming To Terms: A
Theory of Writing Assessment can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep
I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along
with knowledge.
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