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A veteran journalist’s collection of sportswriting on the blue-collar South.

Sport mirrors life. Or, in Paul Hemphill's opinion, “Sport is life.” The 15 pieces in this compelling collection
are arranged along the timeline for an aspiring athlete's dream: “The Dawning,” with stories about boys
hoping and trying to become men, “The Striving,” about athletes at work, defining themselves through their
play, and “The Gloaming,” about the twilight time when athletes contend with broken dreams and fading
powers. Through all the pieces, Hemphill exhibits his passion for the sports he covers and a keen eye for the
dramas, details, and hopes that fire the lives of athletes, allowing them to become prototypes of all human
existence.

Most of the stories have been previously published in such national magazines as Sports Illustrated, True,
Life, Today’s Health, and Sport. In “White Bread and Baseball,” the author chronicles his own boyhood
infatuation with the minor-league Birmingham Barons, while in “Yesterday’s Hero” he details the sad end of
a former All-American football player named Bob Suffridge, a portrait of a lion in winter. “It’s a Mad, Mad,
Mad Whirl” covers nights on the road with the roller derby, and “Saturday Night at Dixie Speedway”
captures all the raucous glory of a stock-car dirt track under the hot lights. “Big Night, Big City” tells of an
anxious, small-town high school basketball team facing their crucial chance for glory at a state tournament in
Atlanta, and the classic “Mister Cobb” details a personal lesson on sliding the young author received from
“the greatest player in the history of baseball.”

These stories are often bittersweet, emotional, and mythic: little dramas bearing impact and psychological
“size.” Some of them are distinctively “Dixie,” but they ultimately transcend time and place. Frye Gaillard,
author of Kyle at 200 MPH: A Sizzling Season in the Petty-NASCAR Dynasty, writes, “For more than 30
years, Paul Hemphill has been one of the finest writers in the South, and I think he proves it again in this
collection. He exudes a natural feel for the players and the game, drawing out the real-life themes of struggle
and desire, occasional triumph, and the omnipresent possibilities of heartache and failure.”
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Lost in the Lights: Sports, Dreams, and Life.

Frances Smith:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Lost in
the Lights: Sports, Dreams, and Life suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in
this era. The book untitled Lost in the Lights: Sports, Dreams, and Lifeis the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Willa Killeen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Lost in the Lights: Sports,
Dreams, and Life.

William Kozak:

Lost in the Lights: Sports, Dreams, and Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Lost in the Lights: Sports, Dreams,
and Life although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial imagining.
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