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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2, University of
Kassel (Anglistik-Amerikanistik), course: American Crime Fiction, 14 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: Raymond Thornton Chandler started his career as a crime novelist relatively late in 1933 at
the age of 45 (Widdicombe, xvi). With the foundation of the Black Mask Magazine, Chandler, as well as
many other writers, got the chance to test his talent as a crime novelist and simultaneously to raise some
money. His first stories were miniature novels which were strongly influenced by his British sophistication
and education (Phillips, 17). But he was aware of the fact that he had to veil his style of writing in order to
make it acceptable to the American readers, especially the Black Mask readers (Phillips, 17). During 1933
and 1939 Chandler published 20 detective stories in several “pulp magazines” until he wrote his first novel
The Big Sleep (Neumeyer, 329). By writing longer fiction Chandler had to portray his characters fully and
give an authentic sense of the world, whereas the short story allowed him to rely on action (MacShane, 63).

Chandler’s ambition was to mark off from the English detectives of Agatha Christie and Dorothy Sayers, i.e.
to create a reliable character that would “leave scars” and transfer what he calls a “’half-poetical emotion’
that is the heart of the work” (MacShane, 69). This kind of reliability became one of Chandler’s dogmas and
occurs not only in his creation of characters and plot but also in the historical background of the stories. In
the following paper I’m going to analyze the origin and development of the private-eye in general. I will
focus my analysis on the development of the detective in American “hard-boiled” fiction with reference to
Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler’s “The Curtain”, “Killer in the Rain”, and the novel The Big Sleep.
The choice relies on the fact that The Big Sleep and its character Philip Marlowe evolved from the two short
stories. The question also includes how Marlowe is characterized throughout the stories.
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From reader reviews:

Lien Fugate:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction
with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big
Sleep" book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer of The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction with
Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big
Sleep" content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction with Reference to Philip Marlowe in
Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big Sleep" is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Olga Andres:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Development of the Detective in
American "hard-boiled" Fiction with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain",
"Killer in the Rain" and "The Big Sleep" that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Development of the Detective in American "hard-
boiled" Fiction with Reference to Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain"
and "The Big Sleep" become your current starter.

Maria Peterson:

The book untitled The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction with Reference to
Philip Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big Sleep" contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice
examine.



Eva Lynch:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Development of the Detective in American "hard-boiled" Fiction with Reference to Philip
Marlowe in Raymond Chandler's "The Curtain", "Killer in the Rain" and "The Big Sleep". You can include
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
for a other place.
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