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The lais of Marie de France are a series of twelve short narrative Breton lais by the poet Marie de France.
They are written in the Anglo-Norman and were probably composed in the late 12th century. The short,
narrative poems generally focus on glorifying the concept of courtly love through the adventures of their
main characters. Despite her stature in Anglo-Norman literature and medieval French literature generally,
little is known of Marie herself, though it is thought that she was born in France and wrote in England.
 
Marie de France’s lais, told in octosyllabic, or eight syllable verse, are notable for their celebration of love,
individuality of character, and vividness of description – hallmarks of the emerging literature of the times.
Five different manuscripts contain one or more of the lais, but only one, Harley 978, a thirteenth-century
manuscript housed in the British Library, preserves all twelve. It has been suggested that if the author had
indeed arranged the Lais as presented in Harley 978, that she may have chosen this overall structure to
contrast the positive and negative actions that can result from love. In this manuscript, the odd lais —
“Guigemar”, “Le Fresne”, etc. — praise the characters who express love for other people. By comparison,
the even lais, such as “Equitan”, “Bisclavret” and so on, warn how love that is limited to oneself can lead to
misfortune.
 
The Harley 978 manuscript also includes a 56-line prologue in which Marie describes the impetus for her
composition of the lais. In the prologue, Marie writes that she was inspired by the example of the ancient
Greeks and Romans to create something that would be both entertaining and morally instructive. She also
states her desire to preserve for posterity the tales that she has heard. Two of Marie’s lais – “Lanval,” a very
popular work that was adapted several times over the years (including the Middle English Sir Launfal), and
“Chevrefoil” ("The Honeysuckle"), a short composition about Tristan and Iseult – mention King Arthur and
his Knights of the Round Table. Marie’s lais were precursors to later works on the subject, and Marie was
probably a contemporary of Chrétien de Troyes, another writer of Arthurian tales.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called French Mediaeval
Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Phillip Permenter:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline French
Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie suitable to you? The
actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled French Mediaeval
Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marieis the one of several books in which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of
the world in this book.

Whitney Mallard:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of
Rumania Marie. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Delores Villarreal:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie we can take
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
this book French Mediaeval Romances from the Lays of Marie de France Queen of Rumania Marie. You can
more appealing than now.
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