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As early as the Warring States period in China (fourth through third centuries b.c.), debates arose concerning
how and under what circumstances new institutions could be formed and legitimated. But the debates
quickly encompassed more than just legitimation. Larger issues came to the fore: Can a sage innovate? If so,
under what conditions? Where did human culture originally come from? Was it created by human sages? Is it
therefore an artificial fabrication, or was it based in part on natural patterns? Is it possible for new sages to
emerge who could create something better?
This book studies these debates from the Warring States period to the early Han (second century b.c.),
analyzing the texts in detail and tracing the historical consequences of the various positions that emerged. It
also examines the time’s conflicting narratives about the origin of the state and how these narratives and
ideas were manipulated for ideological purposes during the formation of the first empires.
While tracing debates over the question of innovation in early China, the author engages such questions as
the prevailing notions concerning artifice and creation. This is of special importance because early China is
often described as a civilization that assumed continuity between nature and culture, and hence had no notion
of culture as a fabrication, no notion that the sages did anything other than imitate the natural world. The
author concludes that such views were not assumptions at all. The ideas that human culture is merely part of
the natural world, and that true sages never created anything but instead replicated natural patterns arose at a
certain moment, then came to prominence only at the end of a lengthy debate.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Jones:

The book The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation and Artifice in Early China can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the great thing like a book The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation and
Artifice in Early China? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation and Artifice in Early China
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Regina Laporte:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation and Artifice in Early
China.

David Marx:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning
Innovation and Artifice in Early China can make you experience more interested to read.

Shannon Lynch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in



relation to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your
object. One of them is this The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation and Artifice in
Early China.
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