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The quarterback sends his wide receiver deep. The crowd gasps as he launches the ball. And when he hits his
man, the team's fans roar with approval—especially those with the deep pockets. Make no mistake; college
football is big business, played with one eye on the score, the other on the bottom line. But was this always
the case?

Brian M. Ingrassia here offers the most incisive account to date of the origins of college football, tracing the
sport's evolution from a gentlemen's pastime to a multi-million dollar enterprise that made athletics a
permanent fixture on our nation's campuses and cemented college football's place in American culture. He
takes readers back to the late 1800s to tell how schools embraced the sport as a way to get the public
interested in higher learning-and then how football's immediate popularity overwhelmed campuses and
helped create the beast we know today.

Contrary to conventional wisdom, Ingrassia proves that the academy did not initially resist the inclusion of
athletics; rather, progressive reformers and professors embraced football as a way to make the ivory tower
less elitist. With its emphasis on disciplined teamwork and spectatorship, football was seen as a
"middlebrow" way to make the university more accessible to the general public. What it really did was make
athletics a permanent fixture on campus with its own set of professional experts, bureaucracies, and
ostentatious cathedrals.

Ingrassia examines the early football programs at universities like Michigan, Stanford, Ohio State, and
others, then puts those histories in the context of Progressive Era culture, including insights from coaches
like Georgia Tech's John Heisman and Notre Dame's Knute Rockne. He describes how reforms emerged out
of incidents such as Teddy Roosevelt's son being injured on the field and a section of grandstands collapsing
at the University of Chicago. He also touches on some of the problems facing current day college football
and shows us that we haven't come far from those initial arguments more than a century ago.

The Rise of Gridiron University shows us where and how it all began, highlighting college football's
essential role in shaping the modern university-and by extension American intellectual culture. It should
have wide appeal among students of American studies and sports history, as well as fans of college football
curious to learn how their game became a cultural force in a matter of a few decades.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher Education's Uneasy Alliance with
Big-Time Football (Cultureamerica). Try to stumble through book The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher
Education's Uneasy Alliance with Big-Time Football (Cultureamerica) as your buddy. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Leroy Ange:

The reserve with title The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher Education's Uneasy Alliance with Big-Time
Football (Cultureamerica) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented
the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Stacey Pinkston:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your account
is The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher Education's Uneasy Alliance with Big-Time Football
(Cultureamerica) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book.
That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Odelia Dennis:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top list in
your reading list will be The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher Education's Uneasy Alliance with Big-
Time Football (Cultureamerica). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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