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Benjamin Franklin's reputation in America has been singularly distorted by the neglect of his works other
than his Autobiography and his most utilitarian aphorisms. If America has contented herself with appraising
him as "the earliest incarnation of 'David Harum,'" as "the first high-priest of the religion of efficiency," as
"the first Rotarian," it may be that this aspect of Franklin is all that an America plagued by growing pains, by
peopling and mechanizing three thousand miles of frontier, has been able to see. That facet of Franklin's
mind and mien which allowed Carlyle to describe him as "the Father of all Yankees" was appreciated by
Sinclair Lewis's George F. Babbitt: "Once in a while I just naturally sit back and size up this Solid American
Citizen, with a whale of a lot of satisfaction." But this is not the Franklin of "imperturbable common-sense"
honored by Matthew Arnold as "the very incarnation of sanity and clear-sense, a man the most considerable
... whom America has yet produced." Nor is this the Franklin who emerges from his collected works (and the
opinions of his notable contemporaries) as an economist, political theorist, educator, journalist, scientific
deist, and disinterested scientist. If he wrote little that is narrowly belles-lettres, he need not be ashamed of
his voluminous correspondence, in an age which saw the fruition of the epistolary art. The Franklin found in
his collected and uncollected writings is, as the following Introduction may suggest, not the Franklin who too
commonly is synchronized exclusively with the wisdom and wit of Poor Richard. Since the present
interpretation of the growth of Franklin's mind, with stress upon its essential unity in the light of scientific
deism, tempered by his debt to Puritanism, classicism, and neoclassicism, may seem somewhat novel, the
editors have felt it desirable to document their interpretation with considerable fullness. It is hoped that the
reader will withhold judgment as to the validity of this interpretation until the documentary evidence has
been fully considered in its genetic significance, and that he will feel able to incline to other interpretations
only in proportion as they can be equally supported by other evidence. The present interpretation is also
supported by the Selections following—the fullest collection hitherto available in one volume—which offer,
the editors believe, the essential materials for a reasonable acquaintance with the growth of Franklin's mind,
from youth to old age, in its comprehensive interests—educational, literary, journalistic, economic, political,
scientific, humanitarian, and religious. With the exception of the selections from the Autobiography, the
works are arranged in approximate chronological order, hence inviting a necessarily genetic study of
Franklin's mind. The Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and Pain, never before printed in an
edition of Franklin's works or in a book of selections, is here printed from the London edition of 1725,
retaining his peculiarities of italics, capitalization, and punctuation. Attention is also drawn to the
photographically reproduced complete text of Poor Richard Improved (1753), graciously furnished by Mr.
William Smith Mason. The Way to Wealth is from an exact reprint made by Mr. Mason, and with his
permission here reproduced. One of the editors is grateful for the privilege of consulting Mr. Mason's
magnificent collection of Franklin correspondence (original MSS), especially the Franklin-Galloway and
Franklin-Jonathan Shipley (Bishop of St. Asaph) unpublished correspondence.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Benjamin Franklin: Representative Selections With Introduction,
Bibliograpy, and Notes can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Elaine Davenport:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Benjamin Franklin: Representative Selections
With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Benjamin
Franklin: Representative Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes as good book not only by the
cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Christy Fowler:

Beside this Benjamin Franklin: Representative Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Benjamin Franklin: Representative
Selections With Introduction, Bibliograpy, and Notes because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from
right now!

Theresa Frost:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book Benjamin Franklin: Representative Selections With Introduction,
Bibliograpy, and Notes was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big



benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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