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If environmental protection is costly, how much should we spend on pollution control? Is it worth reducing
pollution to zero, or should we accept some level of pollution because of the economic benefits associated
with it? How can we assess the benefits that people get from aless-polluted atmosphere?

In broad terms, environmental economics looks at how economic activity and policy affect the environment
in which we live. Some production generates pollution, such as power station emissions causing acid rain
and contributing to global warming, but household consumption decisions also affect the environment, where
more consumption can mean more waste sent to polluting incinerators. However, pollution is not an
inevitable consequence of economic activity - environmental policies can require

polluting firms to clean up their emissions, and can encourage people to change their behaviour, through
environmental taxes on polluting goods, for example. Generally, though, these measures will involve some
costs, such asingtalling pollution control equipment. So there's atrade-off: a cleaner

environment, but economic costs. In recent years, many economists have argued for greater use of incentive
in the form of pollution charges and emissions trading rather than more traditional direct regulation of
polluters.

In this Very Short Introduction, Stephen Smith discusses environmental issues including pollution control,
reducing environmental damage, and global climate change policies, answering questions about how we
should balance environmental and economic considerations, and what form government policies should take.
Including many illustrative case studies and examples he shows that thisis an exciting field of economics,
and onethat is at the heart of many public debates and controversies.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:
Roberto Reyes:

The book Environmental Economics. A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more
knowledge and al so the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like abook Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many datafor us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Environmental Economics: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available and read abook. So it is very
wonderful.

Marissa Wegener:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
conseguently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot
of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many waysto
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you could tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a publication.

Diane Joiner:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
areride on and with addition of information. Even you love Environmental Economics: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Nancy Thornton:

Beside this specific Environmental Economics: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your
phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you fedl like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Environmental Economics: A Very Short



Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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