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In the two centuries after Martin Luther’s affirmation that music stood second only to theology, Lutheran
theologians and musicians formulated a theological defense of music that validated this exalted status.
Against Calvinist rivals and Pietist critics, the orthodox Lutheran position further claimed that both
instrumental and vocal music were commanded by God. Joyce Irwin’s earlier work, Neither Voice nor Heart
Alone: German Lutheran Theology of Music in the Age of the Baroque, traced this development in Lutheran
theological thought.

In this current work, Foretastes of Heavenly Music: Johann Mattheson and Christoph Raupach on Music in
Time and Eternity, Irwin provides translations and commentary for two eighteenth-century texts that
illuminate the musico-theological foundation underlying the work of Lutheran composers such as Bach and
Telemann. A Truth Lover’s Clear Reasonings on Which the Correct Use of Music Rests (1717) by Christoph
Raupach, with an introduction by Johann Mattheson, serves as a cumulative statement of Lutheran advocacy
of music. Mattheson’s Affirmation of Heavenly Music (1747) goes a step further in defending the reality of
music in heaven and even the ultimate superiority of music over theology and sermons.

Irwin’s introduction traces the centrality of Mattheson’s belief in heavenly music throughout the course of
his life, even while he was writing works of music theory that earned him a reputation as an Enlightenment
thinker. Though influenced by Enlightenment philosophy, specifically British empiricism, he rejected the
rationalist philosophies of his German contemporaries and expressed no sympathy for the emerging school
of biblical criticism.

This work is ideal for music historians, Bach scholars, theologians, and researchers in the field of sacred
music.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Matt:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Foretastes of Heaven in Lutheran Church Music Tradition: Johann Mattheson and
Christoph Raupach on Music in Time and Eternity (Contextual Bach Studies) offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Alan Fan:

Beside this specific Foretastes of Heaven in Lutheran Church Music Tradition: Johann Mattheson and
Christoph Raupach on Music in Time and Eternity (Contextual Bach Studies) in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Foretastes of Heaven in Lutheran Church Music Tradition: Johann Mattheson
and Christoph Raupach on Music in Time and Eternity (Contextual Bach Studies) because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from right now!

Teresa Powers:

You can find this Foretastes of Heaven in Lutheran Church Music Tradition: Johann Mattheson and
Christoph Raupach on Music in Time and Eternity (Contextual Bach Studies) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Steven Peterson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. With the book Foretastes of Heaven in Lutheran Church Music Tradition: Johann



Mattheson and Christoph Raupach on Music in Time and Eternity (Contextual Bach Studies) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
Foretastes of Heaven in Lutheran Church Music Tradition: Johann Mattheson and Christoph Raupach on
Music in Time and Eternity (Contextual Bach Studies). You can more pleasing than now.
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