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In the Spider's Web is set in Ash Meadow, a prison for children in Washington State. The story centers on
Caitlin Weber, a girl who, in collusion with her mother and four other children, murdered her mother's
employer. While the murder is briefly depicted, it is with what happens afterward to two of the perpetrators,
particularly Caitlin, that the story is primarily focused.
Arrested less than a week following the murder, Caitlin and her best friend, Sonia, are charged as adults and
each sentenced to 22 years in prison. Caitlin was 13 years old; Sonia was 14 years and one week old. Neither
had been in legal trouble before. Upon sentencing, they were sent to Ash Meadow where they would stay
until they turned 18. Then they would be transferred to Purdy, a prison for adult women, to serve the
remainder of their sentences. In the Spider's Web focuses on Caitlin's experience in Ash Meadow and on her
relationship with Jerry, her rehabilitation counselor (and the author of this book). Part I of the book provides
the reader with a feel for the prison environment that awaits Caitlin, and introduces the reader to the staff and
inmates of the Maximum Security unit where Caitlin will live for most of her time in Ash Meadow. Part I
also introduces the reader to the relationships between staff, and between staff and the administrators who
govern the prison, which relationships will have an effect on Caitlin.
Part II begins with Caitlin's arrival at the prison and the start of her relationship with Jerry. The relationship
is rocky at first, because Jerry has the same name and is around the same age as the man Caitlin helped to
kill. Although Jerry does not know this at first, Caitlin is effectively haunted by her victim. She is assailed by
guilt over what she did, and anger toward her mother whose idea the murder was. She struggles with
depression and has contemplated suicide. She wants t deny responsibility for her role in the murder and
resents Jerry for bringing up the past when she wants to forget it. But as their relationship progresses, they
develop respect and even love for each other, she for him because he does not judge her and because she
senses that in some way he is like her; he for her because, despite her sometimes feeling overwhelmed by
prison life, something in her insists that she keep trying to better herself, to make life tolerable for herself
even in confinement. He is the surrogate for the father who abandoned her when she was small, and she is
the daughter he lost when he was divorced.
Eventually Caitlin is transferred to the adult prison at Purdy and Jerry resigns from his job. In an epilogue,
the reader sees that their relationship, while changed, continues. Leonard Chang, author of Triplines and
Over the Shoulder, provides this testimonial: "In the Spider's Web takes a penetrating look into the lives of
juvenile prisoners caught in their traumatized circumstances and struggling to maintain a semblance of
normalcy. Jerome Gold has transformed his years of experience as a rehab counselor into a riveting and
important narrative, offering insight into a difficult world that is at times harrowing as well as deeply
moving. This is a resonant and significant book."
Note: In the Spider's Web is the second book to be published concerning the author's experience as a
counselor in Ash Meadow. The first book was published under the title Paranoia & Heartbreak: Fifteen
Years in a Juvenile Facility. A third book is underway.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book In the Spider's
Web: A Nonfiction Novel. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Jose Rosales:

This In the Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That In the
Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry In the Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel can bring any time
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even telephone. This In the Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel having excellent arrangement in word
as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Hazel Freese:

The reserve untitled In the Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and
so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
In the Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kenneth Porter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be In the Spider's Web: A Nonfiction Novel why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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