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Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars is a chronicle of poet and critic Christopher Merrill's
ten war-time journeys to the Balkans from the years 1992 through 1996. At once a travelogue, a book of war
reportage, and a biography of the imagination under siege, this beautifully written and personal narrative
takes the reader along on the author's journeys to all the provinces and republics of the former
Yugoslavia—Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia, and
Vojvodina—as well as to Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Italy, and Turkey. His journeys
provide the narrative structure for an exploration of the roles and responsibility of intellectuals caught up in a
decisive historical moment, many of whom either helped to incite the war or else bore eloquent witness to its
carnage. What separates this book-the first non-native literary work on the conflict-from other collections of
reportage, political analysis, and polemic, is its concern for capturing the texture of particular places in the
midst of dramatic change-the sounds and sights and smells, the stories and observations of victim and
perpetrator alike, the culture of war. Here is a literary meditation on war, a fascinating portrait of the poetry,
politics and the people of the Balkans that will provide insight into the past, present, and future of those war-
torn lands. Hear an interview with the author on NPR's Weekend All Things Considered, February 20th,
'Balkan Poets.'
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From reader reviews:

Stephan Partin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Only the Nails
Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Jeffrey Nathanson:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from
the Balkan Wars will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Alberto Benson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Only the Nails Remain:
Scenes from the Balkan Wars is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Brian Bauer:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Only the Nails Remain: Scenes from the Balkan Wars. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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