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Under the leadership of Mazu Daoyi (709-788) and his numerous disciples, the Hongzhou School emerged
as the dominant tradition of Chan (Zen) Buddhism in China during the middle part of the Tang dynasty(618-
907). Mario Poceski offers a systematic examination of the Hongzhou School's momentous growth and rise
to preeminence as the bearer of Chan orthodoxy, and analyzes its doctrines against the backdrop of the
intellectual and religious milieus of Tang China. Poceski demonstrates that the Hongzhou School represented
the first emergence of an empire-wide Chan tradition that had strongholds throughout China and replaced the
various fragmented Schools of early Chan with an inclusive orthodoxy.

Poceski's study is based on the earliest strata of permanent sources, rather than on the later apocryphal
"encounter dialogue" stories regularly used to construe widely-accepted but historically unwarranted
interpretations about the nature of Chan in the Tang dynasty. He challenges the traditional and popularly-
accepted view of the Hongzhou School as a revolutionary movement that rejected mainstream mores and
teachings, charting a new path for Chan's independent growth as a unique Buddhist tradition. This view, he
argues, rests on a misreading of key elements of the Hongzhou School's history. Rather than acting as an
unorthodox movement, the Hongzhou School's success was actually based largely on its ability to mediate
tensions between traditionalist and iconoclastic tendencies. Going beyond conventional romanticized
interpretations that highlight the radical character of the Hongzhou School, Poceski shows that there was
much greater continuity between early and classical Chan-and between the Hongzhou School and the rest of
Tang Buddhism-than previously thought.
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From reader reviews:

James Adcock:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism, you may tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a publication.

William Copeland:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou
School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Ordinary
Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Avis Marguez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ordinary Mind as the Way: The
Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddhism can be the response, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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