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A pivotal skirmish involving nearly three hundred Athenian and Spartan ships toward the end of the
Peloponnesian War, the Battle of Arginusae was at the time the largest naval battle ever fought between
warring Greeks. It was a crucial win for the Athenians, since losing the battle would have led to their total
defeat by Sparta and, perhaps, the slaughter and enslavement of their entire population. Paradoxically, the
win at Arginusae resulted in one of the worst disasters to befall the Athenians during the brutal twenty-
seven-year war.

Due to a combination of factors—incompetent leadership, the weariness of the sailors, a sudden storm—the
commanders on the scene failed to rescue the crews of twenty-five Athenian ships that had been disabled
during the battle. Thousands of men, many of them injured, were left clinging to the wreckage of their ships
awaiting help that never came. When the Athenians back home heard what had happened, they deposed the
eight generals who had been in command during the battle. Two of these leaders went into exile; the six who
returned to Athens were tried and eventually executed.

The Battle of Arginusae describes the violent battle and its horrible aftermath. Debra Hamel introduces
readers to Athens and Sparta, the two thriving superpowers of the fifth century B.C. She provides a summary
of the events that caused the long war and discusses the tactical intricacies of Greek naval warfare.
Recreating the claustrophobic, unhygienic conditions in which the ships’ crews operated, Hamel unfolds the
process that turned this naval victory into one of the most infamous chapters in the city-state’s history.
Aimed at classics students and general readers, the book also provides an in-depth examination of the fraught
relationship between Athens’ military commanders and its vaunted sovereign democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Flynt:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Battle of
Arginusae (Witness to Ancient History) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Luther Ritenour:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Battle of Arginusae (Witness to Ancient History), it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

Julio Rico:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Battle of Arginusae (Witness to Ancient History) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Raymond Floyd:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Battle of Arginusae (Witness to Ancient History) will give you new experience in looking at a
book.
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