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In her investigation of the social history of the common British soldier in the era of the American
Revolution, Sylvia Frey has extensively surveyed recruiting records, contemporary training manuals,
statutes, and memoirs in an attempt to provide insight into the soldier's "life and mind." In the process she
has discovered more about the common soldier than anyone thought possible: his social origins and
occupational background, his size, age, and general physical condition, his personal economics and daily
existence. Her findings dispel the traditional assumption that the army was made up largely of criminals and
social misfits. Special attention is given to soldiering as an occupation. Focusing on two of the major
campaigns of the war—the Northern Campaign which culminated at Saratoga and the Southern Campaign
which ended at Yorktown—Frey describes the human face of war, with particular emphasis on the physical
and psychic strains of campaigning in the eighteenth century. Perhaps the most important part of the work is
the analysis of the moral and material factors which induced men to accept the high risks of soldiering. Frey
rejects the traditional assumption that soldiers were motivated to fight exclusively by fear and force and
argues instead that the primary motivation to battle was generated by regimental esprit, which in the
eighteenth century substituted for patriotism. After analyzing the sources of esprit, she concludes that it was
the sustaining force for morale in a long and discouraging war.This book is a contribution to our
understanding of the eighteenth century and should appeal not only to military historians but also to social
and economic historians and to those interested in the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Hollie Hoffman:

The book The British Soldier in America make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make
your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The British Soldier in America
for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a publication The
British Soldier in America. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this guide?

Michael Taylor:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The British Soldier in America, it is possible to enjoy
both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Richard Moyer:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The British Soldier in America
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

George Hyler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The British Soldier in
America.
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