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Call it the Vietnam Syndrome or Black Hawk Down blowback. It's the standard assumption that Americans
won't tolerate combat casualties, that a rising body count lowers support for war. But that's not true, argues
historian Steven Casey; even worse, this assumption damages democracy. Fearing a backlash, the military
has routinely distorted its casualty reports in order to hide the true cost of war.

When Soldiers Fall takes a new look at the way Americans have dealt with the toll of armed conflict.
Drawing on a vast array of sources, from George Patton's command papers to previously untapped New York
Times archives, Casey ranges from World War I (when the U.S. government first began to report casualties)
to the War on Terror, examining official policy, the press, and the public reaction. Not surprisingly, leaders
from Douglas MacArthur to Donald Rumsfeld have played down casualties. But the reverse has sometimes
been true. At a crucial moment in World War II, the military actually exaggerated casualties to counter the
public's complacency about ultimate victory. More often, though, official announcements have been unclear,
out of date, or deliberately misleading--resulting in media challenges. In World War I, reporters had to rely
on figures published by the enemy; in World War II, the armed forces went for an entire year without
releasing casualty tallies. Casey discusses the impact of changing presidential administrations, the role of
technology, the dispersal of correspondents to cover multiple conflicts, and the enormous improvements in
our ability to identify bodies. Recreating the controversies that have surrounded key battles, from the Meuse-
Argonne to the Tet Offensive to Fallujah, the author challenges the formula that higher losses lower support
for war.

Integrating military, political, and media history, When Soldiers Fall provides the first in-depth account of
the impact of battlefield losses in America.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

The knowledge that you get from When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat Losses
from World War I to Afghanistan could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words
the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but When
Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat Losses from World War I to Afghanistan giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat Losses from World War I to
Afghanistan instantly.

Ellen Omalley:

The particular book When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat Losses from World War
I to Afghanistan has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Howard Joyce:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have Confronted Combat Losses from World War I to Afghanistan
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The When Soldiers Fall: How Americans Have
Confronted Combat Losses from World War I to Afghanistan giving you one more experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Susan Arnold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is When Soldiers Fall: How
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