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Whitewashing War explores perhaps the most critical issue social studies educators presently face: How do
we teach our students about war? In this timely book, Christopher Leahey investigates how the political
struggles over the social studies curriculum, the corporate domination of the textbook and testing industry,
and the curricular constraints of the No Child Left Behind Act combine to stifle historical inquiry and
deprive students of meaningful social studies instruction. Using the controversial Vietnam War as a case
study, Leahey holds textbook narratives up to the light, illuminating how the adoption process, interpretive
framework, and selection of evidence combine to transform the past into thinly veiled historical myths. By
attending to questions traditionally ignored in history education, this dynamic book:

Challenges educators to rethink their pedagogical approaches to military conflict, American and otherwise.●

Calls on teachers to develop students’ critical sensibilities to ask questions, conduct research, evaluate●

evidence, and make meaning of the past.
Provides classroom lessons for history educators and students to engage in rich, intellectual encounters●

with the historical record.

Christopher R. Leahey teaches world history in upstate New York. His articles have appeared in Social
Education and The Social Studies.

“If students are to be prepared for the challenges of the 21st century, then we need to provide inspired,
interdisciplinary instruction that can provide the skills, values and knowledge to enable our future citizens
with the possibility, promise, and perspective to transform their world. Whitewashing War provides that solid
interdisciplinary framework for teachers and students to teach and learn about the myth of war.”

—Critical Education

“Leahey echoes a concern expressed by others that history textbooks fail to address the realities of war.”

—CHOICE

“The crowning achievement of Whitewashing War is that it clearly illustrates the necessity of pursuing
rational answers about why things are as they are (or were as they were). It becomes clear upon reading this
book that, if we help our students pursue rational answers in the course of creating personally meaningful



understandings of the world, they will figure out just what it is that needs to be done.”

—From the Foreword by E. Wayne Ross, University of British Columbia

“The author has done a masterful job of exploring issues of historiography, pedagogy, textbook debates, and
critical thinking. Through a deep examination of two historical turning points in the Vietnam War, he has
contrasted the known facts of these periods with the accounts contained in the textbooks.”

—Rick Ayers, Graduate School of Education, UC Berkeley

“A passionate and powerful analysis. Christopher Leahey provides penetrating insight into how Americans
teach about their wars. As such, his book is an invaluable aid to understanding the past and its connection to
our current predicament.”

—Fredrik Logevall, Cornell University

“Whitewashing War challenges the fundamental assumptions underlying the corporate regime of standards,
textbooks, and testing and exposes the distortions, manipulation, and lies that result. Leahey builds a
compelling case for critical inquiry and dialogue. Highly recommended!”

—Ronald W. Evans, San Diego State University, author of The Social Studies Wars
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From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Whitewashing War: Historical
Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Erna Taylor:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and
Possibilities for Democratic Education book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate
Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education content conveys the thought easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of
it. So , do you even now thinking Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and
Possibilities for Democratic Education is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Celia Norton:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate
Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities
for Democratic Education has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading which.

June Hargrove:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year.
As we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to
around the world. By book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for
Democratic Education we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with that book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities



for Democratic Education. You can more appealing than now.
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