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Hugh H. Benson explores Platos answer to Clitophons challenge, the question of how one can acquire the
knowledge Socrates argues is essential to human flourishing-knowledge we all seem to lack. Plato suggests
two methods by which this knowledge may be gained: the first is learning from those who already have the
knowledge one seeks, and the second is discovering the knowledge one seeks on ones own. The book begins
with a brief look at some of the Socratic dialogues where Plato appears to recommend the former approach
while simultaneously indicating various difficulties in pursuing it. The remainder of the book focuses on
Platos recommendation in some of his most important and central dialogues-the Meno, Phaedo, and
Republic-for carrying out the second approach: de novo inquiry. The book turns first to the famous paradox
concerning the possibility of such an inquiry and explores Platos apparent solution. Having defended the
possibility of de novo inquiry as a response to Clitophons challenge, Plato explains the method or procedure
by which such inquiry is to be carried out. The book defends the controversial thesis that the method of
hypothesis, as described and practiced in the Meno, Phaedo, and Republic, is, when practiced correctly,
Platos recommended method of acquiring on ones own the essential knowledge we lack. The method of
hypothesis when practiced correctly is, then, Platonic dialectic, and this is Platos response to Clitophons
challenge. This is a new book on a critically important topic, methodology, as it is explored in three of the
most important works by one of the most important philosophers in the very long history of philosophy,
written by a scholar of international stature who is working from many years of experience and currently at
the top of his game. It promises to be one of the most important books ever written on this subject.-Nicholas
Smith, James F. Miller Professor of Humanities, Lewis and Clark College The thesis is bold and the results
are important for our understanding of some of the most studied and controversial dialogues by and
philosophical theses in Plato. In my view, Hugh Bensons examination of the method of hypothesis in the
Meno and the Phaedo is a tour de force of subtle and careful scholarship: I think that this part of the book
will be adopted as the standard interpretation of this basic notion in Plato. An excellent and important book.-
Charles Brittain, Susan Linn Sage Professor of Philosophy and Humane Letters, Cornell University
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From reader reviews:

Roger Waldrop:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be
Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo, and Republic.

Crystal Lavigne:

The book untitled Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo, and Republic contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice examine.

Kelley Hardy:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo, and
Republic was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Piedad Trainor:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Clitophons Challenge: Dialectic in Platos Meno, Phaedo, and Republic when you essential
it?
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